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Out of this world news
TRAILERS GALORE

 

One thing that simultane-
ously satisfi es sci-fi  fans 

yet frustrates them to the ends 
of the earth is the release of 
new trailers. In the last couple 
of weeks a number of new ones 
have emerged, for some of the 
biggest fi lms coming up in the 
next 12 months.

Marvel have released a shiny 
new extended trailer for The 
Avengers 2: Age of Ultron. It 
features tonnes of new footage; 
we get a longer look at new vil-
lain Ultron (voiced by James 
Spader), plus more scenes with 
new additions Scarlet Witch 
(Elizabeth Olsen) and Quick-
silver (Kick-Ass’s Aaron Taylor-
Johnson).

The advert also has classic 
wide shots of New York, slow-
motion action sequences and of 
course explosions. Marvel defi -
nitely know how to keep their 
fans sustained – it’s still a long 
way off until May 2015.

The fi nal fi lm in The Hobbit 
franchise has also got another 
new trailer, and it’s a giant. It 
really captures the bittersweet 
feeling that it will be the last fi lm 
in the whole Middle Earth saga. 
Slow, sombre music, close-

ups of a worried Bilbo, and the 
morbid proclamation from Luke 
Evans’ Bard: “You have brought 
upon them only ruin, and death.”

It surely will be a box offi ce 
hit. 

EVIL DEAD 
REBOOT

The classic fi lm franchise is 
being brought back from the 
dead. The American channel 
Starz has announced it is re-
booting it into a new and original 
television series, with the inten-
tion of airing in 2015. Its offi cial 
name will be Ash vs. Evil Dead.

Bruce Campbell will be return-
ing in the titular, eponymous role 
as Ash, but what’s more; original 
director Sam Raimi is signed to 
the project as well. He will direct 
the premier episode, also co-
writing it with his brother Ivan. 

The offi cial plot released by 
Starz is as follows:

“Bruce Campbell will be re-
prising his role as Ash, the stock 
boy, aging lothario and chain-
saw-handed monster hunter 
who has spent the last 30 years 
avoiding responsibility, maturity 
and the terrors of the Evil Dead. 
When a Deadite plague threat-

ens to destroy all of mankind, 
Ash is fi nally forced to face his 
demons - personal and literal. 
Destiny, it turns out, has no 
plans to release the unlikely 
hero from its “Evil” grip.”

WOLF MAN

Universal Studios have an-
nounced a Wolf Man fi lm to be 
released in 2016.

Capitalising on Marvel’s suc-
cessful idea of a shared uni-
verse (such fi lms as Thor, Iron 
Man and Captain America are 
interconnected), it will be set in 
the same world as this year’s 
Dracula Untold and the ru-
moured The Mummy. 

Wolf Man has been portrayed 
in a number of fi lms since the 
early 1940s, but the catch with 
this one is that it will be set in 
the present day, rather than be-
ing a period piece. 

Universal did release a Wolf 
Man fi lm in 2010, which was 
slated by critics and received 
only 34% on Rotten Tomatoes. 
Hopefully it’ll be better this time 
around.

Greetings sci-fi  fans, and welcome to the fi rst issue of Psy-Fi, the best source for all your science 
fi ction needs. We hope to combine our love of sci-fi  with critical thoughts on the genre. Hope you 

enjoy!
This issue features a tonne of news and reviews (pages 8-10). We have an exclusive interview with the 
iScience duo on pages 4-6, as well as a discussion of women in the genre on page 12. We also have 
upcoming fi lm releases to pop in your diary, found on page 13.
Feel free to write to us at: Psy-Fi Magazine, ATrium, Cardiff, CF24 2FN.
Alternatively, email me at editor@psy-fi .co.uk, or tweet me @itslilygb. I look forward to hearing your 
thoughts!

                     Lily
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THE RAPPER 
AND THE AUTHOR

A most unlikely duo reveal their sci-fi  origins, their thoughts on the new
Doctor and where the genre is headed...

 : 
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MODERN SCIENCE- FICTION 
IS ALL FUR COAT 
AND NO KNICKERS!

- Mark

LILY BLANK
@ITSLILYGB

“Sorry if I sound a bit strange 
Lily, thing is, I’m on an exercise 
bike.”

This was the fi rst I heard 
when I rang to arrange an in-
terview with eccentric author, 
broadcaster and half of rap sci-
ence duo iScience, Mark Brake. 
Through a few more huffs and 
puffs, he agreed to meet me in 
Cardiff for an interview the fol-
lowing week.

A week later, I sat down oppo-
site Mark and we began to talk 
science. Having heard he used 
to run a science-fi ction course 
at the University of South Wales 

(formerly Glamorgan), I wasn’t 
really sure what sort of man to 
expect in front of me. In truth he 
was an intriguing character; mid 
50s, South Wales valleys ac-
cent, greying hair, multiple ear 
piercings and sarcastic humour 
as dry as a bone. He struck me 
immediately as the kind of man 
who has an opinion on every-
thing. In many ways he was the 
opposite of his partner in crime, 
Jon Chase.

Jon bounced in about 20 min-
utes after Mark and I started 
talking. About 15 years Mark’s 
junior, he is a tall, black West-
Londoner with boundless en-
ergy. As soon as he sat down 
it was clear the chemistry the 
pair have, slipping easily into a 
discussion of the latest episode 
of classic Doctor Who that Jon 
was watching that morning.

It’s probably this harmony that 
has made their hit road show, 
iScience, so successful. Having 

met when Jon was a student of 
Mark’s on the Science and Sci-
ence Communication course at 
USW, they bonded over a mu-
tual love of the science-fi ction 
world. Mark had already started 
doing educational roadshows 
when his colleague couldn’t 
make a gig at the Science Mu-
seum in London. Jon had been 
creating raps in class and Mark 
asked him to join him at the 
show, and thus iScience was 
born. 

Their current and most suc-
cessful show to date is The 
Science of Doctor Who, which 
is split into four different sec-
tions: Space, Time, Machine 
and Monster. Each of these 
four sections begins with one of 
Jon’s raps and then goes into 
an interactive presentation, and 
the children are encouraged to 
answer questions whenever 
they want. “That concept is very 
different to what you would nor-

mally fi nd, most people don’t 
like to be interrupted.” Jon said 
proudly. “Most people like to go 
from A to B to C to D…we’re 
more like A-B-B-B1-B2-B3!” He 
gesticulated wildly.

Mark butts in: “We’re only 
semi-rehearsed in that sense, 
the show is never the same 
twice because it just depends 
on what the kids ask.”

Sure it’s educational - but do 
people take it seriously? 

“Some people don’t see the 
science side of it, they just see 
it as entertainment.” Jon start-
ed, “Whether people see it as 
entertainment or if they see it 
as science and learning, I don’t 
really care. If they see it as en-
tertainment, they don’t realise 
that they are actually learning 
science. So if one of the kids 
I teach recited one of my raps 
back to me, I’d say ‘right, now 
go into your exam and write 
that down because it’s true.’ ” 

 ( )         .  :  
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Jon works for First Campus, an 
organisation that aims to help 
GCSE students with revision 
and exam techniques.

Mark agreed that some peo-
ple think it’s a joke. “The attitude 
towards science-fi ction and sci-
fi  fans is appalling. I like geeks 
and nerdy types.” I noticed he 
didn’t include himself in this cat-
egory, but I chose not to ques-
tion it.  “The attitude towards 
them is incredibly clichéd. There 
was an episode of The Graham 
Norton Show last year, with 
David Tennant and Matt Smith. 
Some Whovians came on, and 
the other guests were so insult-
ing to them in the most predict-
able way. One of the guys had 
Doctor Who tattoos, and some-
one asked him ‘Have you ever 
even met a girl?’ And as it hap-
pened, the other Whovian on 
with him was his missus.”

I couldn’t interview these 
huge Whovians; the minds be-
hind The Science of Doctor 
Who roadshow without asking 
what they thought of the show 

at the moment. The most recent 
series with Peter Capaldi in the 
title role has been polarising 
opinions [see page 13 for my 
thoughts].

“There’s been some interest-
ing episodes…Capaldi is quite 
an old fashioned Doctor, when 
I was a kid the Doctor was an 
older geezer who very wise, 
rather than someone acting like 
a 12-year-old like Matt Smith. 
Primarily though, I do think the 
show lacks substance because 
they’re focusing on the CGI.” I 
agreed with Mark there. “I think 
that will come full circle again 
though, because people will just 
get bored of the effects.”

Outside of iScience, Mark also 
writes children’s books about 
science and science-fi ction. His 
most recent runs in tandem with 
the Space, Time, Machine and 
Monster categories, the same 
four that form their Doctor Who 
show. 

Despite different backgrounds 
and careers, these two evidently 
have their fi ngers in many sci-fi  

pies. So what, I asked them, got 
them into science-fi ction in the 
fi rst place? 

“I’ve always been into sci-fi .” 
Jon started, “As a kid, you don’t 
know about science through sci-
ence itself, you know it through 
science-fi ction. I think for most 
people, they know science 
through two things: what they 
learnt at school, and what they 
see on TV. Science-fi ction is 
what you see. You see ET, so 
you have this concept of aliens. 
And so many people in the world 
believe in aliens. But they’re not 
talking about the search for al-
ien life and fi nding bacteria on 
other planets, they’re talking 
about them coming down in 
spaceships and visiting Planet 
Earth. And people have been 
thinking that for a long time.”

I asked Mark if it was the 
same for him. “I can’t remember 
why, or when I started to have 
an interest in it. I think it might 
have been Ziggy Stardust [the 
1972 concept album by David 
Bowie]…”

Jon interrupted, all bouncy 
like a puppy: “How old were you 
when we went to the Moon?” 

“Oh yeah, I’d forgotten about 
that.” The pair clearly feed 
off each other’s energy and 
thoughts, not dissimilar to an 
old married couple. “I was 10 
when the Moon landing hap-
pened. When I was younger my 
family always went on holiday 
to Butlins. I remember my mum 
saying I was the weirdest kid on 
the camp, because I was the 
only one in the television lounge 
watching the Moon landing, 
when all the other kids were in 
the pool.”

So by now I’d learnt a bit more 
about these two very different 
personalities, who have been 
brought together by their love 
of the extra-terrestrial. I asked 
them what they thought of the 
current sci-fi  world now, and all 
it has to offer.

“There’s a lot of political po-
tential with sci-fi , about en-
couraging free and independ-

ent though. I think with a lot 
of it now though, it’s not politi-
cally engaged as it used to be.” 
Mark started. “There’s not much 
agenda, not much story or plot. 
Which is a shame, it’s all kind of 
tinsel and tat. All fur coat and no 
knickers! That’s a good title for a 
book: ‘Modern Science-Fiction: 
All fur coat and no knickers’.”

“I don’t want to think about the 
front cover!” Jon laughed, then 
continued: “I think nowadays 
people are more taken in by the 
spectacle, and sometimes the 
stories and the philosophical 
meanings get lost in it…”

Mark interrupted: “Yeah I think 
that’s true isn’t it, I think that is 
what has enabled the science-
fi ction and fantasy categories 
to dominate the top 50 grossing 
movies of all time. Because of 
CGI, we now have the ability to 
imagine those worlds without it 
looking rubbish. If there was a 
dinosaur movie in the past, you 
would be like ‘do me a favour, 
that’s a cuddly toy with some-
body moving it underneath!’ 
These days, almost anything 
can be rendered, so that ena-
bles different stories to be retold 
in an impactful way.

“What I think the main prob-
lem with the genre is, there’s this 
idea that the future’s bright and 
sparkly for everybody, when it’s 
not. The way that society’s go-
ing, with the rich 1% at the top, 
that’s what the future’s going to 
be like as well. It’s not going to 
be immortality for everybody.”

Want to fi nd out more about 
Jon and Mark and what they 

do?
@marklbrake
www.markbrake.com
www.iscience.org.uk

-         .  :  

i remember my mum saying i was the 
weirdest kid at butlins, because i 
was the only one in the tv room 

watching the moon landing while the 
others were in the pool!

- Mark

some people don't 
see the science 
side of it, they 
just see it as 
entertainment.

- Jon
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coming up in winter 
2014 and beyond

JURASSIC WORLD
SYNOPSIS
Dinos reign again in this fourth entry of the Jurassic Park series. 

RATING
TBC

DIRECTED BY
Colin Trevorrow

WRITTEN BY
Michael Crichton, Colin Trevorrow and Derek Connolly

UK RELEASE DATE
June 12th 2015

RUNNING TIME
TBC

INTERSTELLAR 
SYNOPSIS
With our time on Earth coming to an end, a team of explorers 
undertakes the most important mission in human history; trave-
ling beyond this galaxy to discover whether mankind has a future 
among the stars.

RATING
12A

DIRECTED BY
Christopher Nolan

WRITTEN BY
Christopher Nolan and Jonathan Nolan

UK RELEASE DATE
November 7th 2014

RUNNING TIME
2 hr. 49 min
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jupiter 
ascending 

SYNOPSIS
From the streets of Chicago to far away galaxies, Jupiter Ascend-
ing tells the story of Jupiter Jones (Mila Kunis), who was born 
under a night sky and is destined for great things. Now an adult, 
Jupiter dreams of the stars but wakes up to the cold reality of a job 
as a cleaner, and endless bad luck. Caine (Channing Tatum), a 
genetically engineered ex-military hunter arrives on Earth to track 
her down, and Jupiter starts to see the fate that has been waiting 
for her all along.

RATING
TBC

DIRECTED BY
Andy Wachowski and Lana Wachowski

WRITTEN BY
Andy Wachowski and Lana Wachowski

UK RELEASE DATE
February 5th 2015

RUNNING TIME
TBC

ANT- MAN 
SYNOPSIS
The Marvel character Ant-Man is getting the big screen treatment 
with this Edgar Wright-directed fi lm focusing on Henry Pym (Paul 
Rudd), a scientist who develops powers to grow and shrink in 
size. The script was penned by Wright and Attack the Block’s Joe 
Cornish. 

RATING
TBC

DIRECTED BY
Peyton Reed

WRITTEN BY
Edgar Wright, Joe Cornish and Adam McKay

UK RELEASE DATE
July 17th 2015

RUNNING TIME
TBC
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The avengers 2:
age of ultron

SYNOPSIS
Joss Whedon returns to write and direct the follow-up to the ultra 
successful Avengers fi lm. The picture completes Marvel Studios’ 
Phase 2 fi lms, which includes Thor: The Dark World, Captain 
America: Winter Soldier, Edgar Wright’s Ant-Man, and this sum-
mer’s box-offi ce smash, Guardians of the Galaxy.

RATING
TBC

DIRECTED BY
Joss Whedon

WRITTEN BY
Joss Whedon

UK RELEASE DATE
April 24th 2015

RUNNING TIME
TBC

Terminator
genisys

SYNOPSIS
The year is 2029. John Connor, leader of the resistance continues 
the war against the machines. At the Los Angeles offensive, John’s 
fears of the unknown future begin to emerge when TECOM spies 
reveal a new plot by SkyNet that will attack him from both fronts; 
past and future, and will ultimately change warfare forever.

RATING
TBC

DIRECTED BY
Alan Taylor 

WRITTEN BY
James Cameron

UK RELEASE DATE
July 3rd 2015

RUNNING TIME
TBC

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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Science-fiction 
needs a 
shake up 

They say that good things 
come to those who wait, 

and fans of female superhero 
and sci-fi  movies have had to be 
very patient the past few years.

The most recent superhero 
was Elektra in 2005, starring 
Jennifer Garner as the titular 
assassin. It was Marvel’s least 
successful fi lm at the time it 
came out, coming second only 
to the infamous fl op Howard the 

Duck (1986). Wonder Woman, 
starring Israeli Gal Gadot, is set 
for release in mid-2017. It’s tak-
en this long for Hollywood to de-
cide we need a sci-fi  fi lm where 
the main lead isn’t a white guy, 
usually called Chris (in case you 
were wondering, Chris Hems-
worth: Thor and Thor 2; Chris 
Evans: Captain America, Cap-
tain America: The Winter Sol-
dier, Chris Pratt: Guardians of 
the Galaxy).

A recent attempt at a female-
led action/sci-fi  was this sum-
mer’s Lucy, directed by Luc 
Besson and starring Scarlett 
Johansson in the title role. Lucy 
gains psychokinetic abilities 
when she accidently ingests 
neuro-enhancing drugs after 
becoming involved in the un-
derworld of Taiwan. The fi lm 
polarised critics and audiences, 
Johansson being praised for her 
performance but there was criti-
cism for the convoluted plot. It 

wasn’t in the top 5 for box offi ce 
hits of 2014. It wasn’t even in the 
top 10. Was that due to the fact 
that the lead role was a woman? 
Personally I loved Lucy. Yes, I’ll 
admit that I just adore Scarlett 
Johansson so maybe I am a lit-
tle biased. But it pleased me to 
fi nally see a woman on the big 
screen who kicked ass and had 
no love interest at all. 

I work part time in a cinema, 
and evidently others weren’t as 
keen to watch Lucy as I was. 
Over the summer people have 
come out in droves to watch 
male-led fi lms. Dawn of the 
Planet of the Apes, Transform-
ers: Age of Extinction, The 
Equalizer…the list goes on. So 
does Wonder Woman mark the 
time for change – are we as cin-
ema goers fi nally going to start 
wanting to see these movies 
with female leads?

There’s strong rumours that 
DC are calling for a female di-

rector for Wonder Woman. I 
had a fi erce debate with a male 
friend about this; he claimed 
that it should be the best person 
for the job, whether it be a man 
or a woman. The same as the 
American President for the last 
200 years...oh wait. 

I for one want Wonder Wom-
an to be a lot of things. Action-
packed. Exciting. Funny. And 
as for Wonder Woman herself: 
fi erce, strong, and independ-
ent. And absolutely not needing 
a man. And yes, Gal Gadot is 
beautiful, but Wonder Woman 
doesn’t need to be. I want to 
see her dishevelled and sweat-
ing, not picture perfect for the 2+ 
hours she’ll be on screen. I want 
her character to be complex,  I 
want her to be fl awed, not just 
a cardboard cut-out stereotype. 
Bring on 2017, we’ve been wait-
ing long enough.

It has taken Hollywood this long to decide we need a fi lm where It has taken Hollywood this long to decide we need a fi lm where 
the main lead is not a white guy, usually called Chris...the main lead is not a white guy, usually called Chris...

LILY BLANK
@ITSLILYGB

   . 
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 :   

12



Doctor new:
thoughts on the 
12th time lord 

Now that Peter Capald’s 
fi rst series as the time 

traveller is coming to a close, 
I’ve got a few opinions on the 
twelfth Doctor’s performance so 
far. 

At the start of the series, im-
mediately after his regeneration 

I was intrigued to see what kind 
of on-screen chemistry  him 
and Clara (Jenna Coleman) 
would have. As we all know, 
Clara was basically in love with 
Matt Smith’s Doctor – he was a 
young-looking, charming time 
travelling hipster.  I’d grown 
tired of a 900-year old man act-
ing like a 12-year old, so I was 
excited that an older actor was 
going to play the character. He 
is now, after the regeneration,  
the total opposite, a man who 
looks old enough to be her fa-
ther, grumpy and brash. So how 
did Clara take to him?

At fi rst she was angry and con-
fused, but over time we’ve seen 
their rapport fl ourish. Personally 
I’m not a huge fan of Clara. I 
don’t think she’s very well writ-
ten, her character seems a little 
all over the place. I do however 

enjoy her and the Doctor’s in-
teractions, a lot of the time he 
just tries to talk at her but she 
doesn’t sit down and take it.

Saying that, I think Capaldi 
is an incredibly talented ac-
tor, and the scripts aren’t doing 
quite enough for him. Granted, 
it always takes a while for a new 
Doctor to settle in to the role, 
and for the writers to fully fi x 
down and explore his personal-
ity. I look forward to seeing how 
the character progresses, espe-
cially with the new companion 
who will debut in the Christmas 
episode.

LILY BLANK
@ITSLILYGB

Who else is excited about this year’s Christmas special? 
It will feature Nick Frost (Hot Fuzz, Shaun of the Dead) as Father 
Christmas, and a sneak preview will air on the Children in Need 
programme on BBC1 on Friday the 14th of November at 7.30pm. 

Ho ho ho!

    
 :  /  

   :          .  :  /  
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WIBBLY 
TIMEY WIME

In anticipation of the Doctor’s 
we’ve rounded up the most mind-bending fa

The 
original Daleks
The original Daleks were con-
trolled from the inside by short 

operators who manipulated their 
eyestalks, domes and arms, as 

well as fl ashing the lights on their 
heads in sync with the actor’s 

voices. John Scott Martin, one of 
the original Dalek operators, once 

said: “If you were related to an 
octopus then it helped!”

TARDIS-teroid
Asteroid 3325, a main belt as-
teroid discovered in 1984, is 

named TARDIS after the famous 
fi ctional spaceship.

The sonic 
screwdriver

The iconic gadget fi rst appeared in 
1968, and was used by the second 

Doctor. It was written out of the 
series in 1982 due to  causing limi-
tations when writing for the show. 
It then featured briefl y in the 1996 

Doctor Who TV Movie, before mak-
ing a full reappearance in 2005.

Tom Baker's 
long scarf 
was an 
accident

James Acheson, the series’ costume 
designer, is supposed to have provided 

several balls of yarn for a knitter to 
choose from while making a normal-

sized scarf for the Doctor. Instead, she 
knitted the lot into one single, gigantic 
item, which Acheson, displaying the 

keen eye that would later win him three 
Oscars for costume design, decided to 

keep. It became an instant hit.

Lost 
and found
The original pilot epi-

sode was thought to be 
lost forever, but was re-
discovered in 1978 in a 

mislabelled fi lm can.
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WOBBLY, 
EY FACTS
explosive return at Christmas, 

acts about everybody’s favourite Time Lord...

Regeneration
The regeneration effect, used for when 

one Doctor changes into the next one, was 
created by accident. A faulty mixing desk al-
lowed the image of William Hartnell (the fi rst 
Doctor) to be overexposed almost to white 
so that Patrick Troughton (the second Doc-

tor) could be put in his place before the effect 
faded again.

Most watched episode
City Of Death featuring the fourth Doctor, 

scored the highest viewing fi gures of any Doc-
tor Who episode in the UK, drawing in over 16 
million viewers. The second highest is Voyage 

of the Damned starring Kylie Minogue and 
David Tennant as the tenth Doctor, which on its 
original airdate was watched by 13.31 million 

viewers, and as of November 2013 still has the 
highest viewership of any episode since the 

show’s return in 2005.

The key 
to the TARDIS 

The distinctive TARDIS sound effect 
was originally created by simply rub-

bing the bass strings of a piano with a 
key. This sound was afterwards modi-
fi ed by the BBC Radiophonic Work-
shop. It then became the well-known 
sound effect that they still use today.

Former fanboys
Both Peter Capaldi (the Twelfth Doctor) and Da-
vid Tennant (the Tenth Doctor) were huge fans 

of Doctor Who growing up. David Tennant’s gran 
even knitted him a scarf like Tom Baker’s Doc-

tor’s, and Peter Capaldi regularly sent letters into 
the Doctor Who production offi ce and wanted to 

run the Doctor Who fan Club.

Villains and 
monsters 

The Doctor and his com-
panions have fought  

around 400 unique mon-
sters, aliens and villains 
throughout the series, 

including the Daleks, the 
Cybermen, Weeping An-

gels and Ood.
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